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EDITOR'S NOTE
The Year in Review
A s we draw near to the end of the year, we are barraged with various lists that attempt to summarize the events of the preceding 365 days. For instance, Time magazine has its Year in Review, including the Person of the Year, the list of the year's top films, and the top-of-the-charts lists. I think that we need to have our own list of the major entomological events of the year, so if you will indulge me, I would like to propose the top five insect stories of the year.
Coming in at number five is the September discovery of nearly 3000-year-old beehives in Israel, a story that linked entomology and archaeology. These are the oldest known beehives yet found, and their discovery documents a thriving beekeeping operation in the Middle East at the start of the first millennium BCE.
At number four is the impact the unusual dry weather has had on insect populations. The Midwest saw an increase in cicada killer wasps, linked in part to the dry, sandy soils, and the heat also encouraged spider mites and other crop pests, which posed a greater threat to plants already weakened by heat stress and water loss.
The third insect story of the year was the emergence of the periodical cicada Brood XIII in northern Illinois, southern Wisconsin, and northwest Indiana. Because the emergence area included the Chicago region, a major media outlet, the cicadas attracted national attention in early June.
Bed bugs, the top insect phenomenon of 2006, continued to cause concern this year, coming in at number two. Bed bug infestation promises to be a major issue for many years to come. Urban pest control operators reported that bed bugs generated a large portion of their business this past year.
The top entomology story of the year is colony collapse disorder, or CCD. First a major concern to beekeepers, it quickly caught the attention of the government. Like so many insect-related stories, this phenomenon may have occurred in the past. Edward Bevan (1827) reported a similar event in England in 1782. Whatever the cause, CCD has the potential to affect everyone in the country if it results in reduced crop yields and increased food prices.
There you have the top five insect stories of the year, from this reporter's perspective. Who knows what 2008 will bring our science, but on behalf of all those who make American Entomologist possible, I wish you a happy and productive New Year.
